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Jogues Hall smoke bomb causes evacuation
BY MIKE PIGNATARO

If you've ever lived in Jogues
Hall, most likely you've experienced several fire alarms. The residence hall's history of being notorious for fires continued Monday
night when a smoke bomb was ignited on the second floor.
At 10:44 p.m. the security department was notified of the inci-

dent that occurred on the male side
of the second floor. The Fairfield
Fire Department responded to
what has been referred to as an
"ongoing prank" between two of
the rooms in the residence hall.
Greg Gargiulo '06, a firstfloor resident, admitted to The
Mirror throwing the smoke bomb
into the second floor room, after
the residents of that room had done

the same thing to his room the prior
night, but without incident.
"Basically it was an ongoing
joke between the rooms. I didn't
expect the fire alarm to go off,"
Gargiulo said. "It was a joke to
the room that escalated much further."
Allison Lebonitte, RHC of
Jogues Hall, said everyone was
lucky the situation wasn't even

worse.
"We should all be thankful
that nothing more did happen and
a real fire didn't start," Lebonitte
said. "I think everyone can learn
from his (Gargiulo's) mistake. I
mean we're dealing with some 200
students. An incident like this puts
many others' lives at stake."
The security department said
the suspect, who was later identi-

READY FOR THE MAAC

fied by The Mirror as Gargiulo,
was cooperative and immediately
admitted to the incident. Gargiulo
told The Mirror that he has been
told to meet with the dean of students Wednesday for disciplinary
action.
Most Jogues residents were
displeased with the situation that
SEE "JOGUES" ON P.
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Ignatian College
building steam
BY ZACK FINLEY

-

Chris Donato/The Mirror

Gearing up: Tyquawn Goode, '05, dribbles the ball down the court during the men's basketball team's first game against Harvard earlier this year. The team is prepared for their first
MAAC game tonight at 7:30 at the Arena at Harbor Yard. For more, see page 16.

Faculty member recalls Holocaust experience
BY CHRIS DONATO

To laugh at success is a true testament to the humility of a human's
character. For Jay Sommer, professor
of Hebrew and Russian languages at
Fairfield University, success used to
be something unimaginable, but today
it is the best way to describe his life.

In a speech Sommer recently
gave to a group of about 50 students
and admirers on Nov. 21, he described
what it was like growing up in a world
full of hate. Being brought up in
Czechoslovakia during the rise of
Nazi Germany was difficult for
Sommer's Jewish family, surrounded
by poverty and religious persecution.

BOTTOMS UP

SEE "SOMMER" ON P.

5

Watch for the new Mirror special:

Four local watering
holes are reviewed
for those of legal age
and open wallet.
Drink responsibly!

«Crr^

Sommer said his mother, who
was the backbone of the family, has
been his life-long hero. She was the
one who gave Sommer the strength he
would later need to overcome great
hardships. "We laughed at poverty,
some of the things I speak of today
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From the outside, Loyola Hall looks
like any other residence hall on campus. On
the inside, however, exists a completely different scene.
Loyola is now the home to Fairfield's
Ignatian Residential College. Inspirational
quotes greet the sophomore students of the
college as they embark on their intellectual
journey here at Fairfield, and framed artwork graces the walls of the hallways.
There is more to the educational experience in the Ignatian Residential college
then just teaching the mind. "The goal of
the Ignatian College is to not only educate
the student's mind," said Therese Lederer,
associate director of the college, "But to also
educate the spirit of the student. That is one
of the foundations of the Jesuit education,
and we feel it is an intricate part of our system here."
When the Ignatian College took over
Loyola Hall this past summer, plans for a
classroom on the second floor and a plush
common area for the residents to convene
were created. However, already in December, the lounge is yet to be completed and
the classroom was just recently finished.
"We wanted to have weekly dinners for the
students to come and hear a guest speaker
talk about a certain career vocation while in
the lounge," said Lederer. "We didn't have
the space this semester, but it will be a big
part of next semester."
"I think that it is great having the commons as a place for everyone to meet," said
Chris Taggart, '05. "And having a classroom
located in Loyola is great because we can
walk down the hall and be at class."
As the semester comes to an end, and

SOMMER

SEE "FIRST" ON P.
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TOWN MAYER
The Mirror snags
an interview with
rising pop star
and platinum artist
John Mayer
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A first selectman for all seasons
BY KEITH WHAMOND

When it was his turn to speak, the entire room at the November meeting of the
Fairfield PTA all collectively turned their
heads at the same time. Fairfield's First
Selectman Ken Flatto smiled, walked up to
the podium, opened his mouth and proceeded to tell everyone there that he thought
they were wrong.
"If I care about something, I'll say it
freely," he said.
The issue at hand may not have seemed
to be a monumental (it was about a letter a
group of teachers were sending to the editor of a local newspaper), but that didn't stop
Flatto from politely telling the group of
about 50 people that he disagreed with them.
Being somewhat soft-spoken and having a bit of a slouch in your walk may not
sound like the characteristics of a great politician, but even opponents of Flatto will tell
you that he is, if nothing else, just that: a
great politician. Flatto has called himself the
"un-politician," but most who have met him
will be hard pressed to agree.
"An un-politician? No, I don't agree,"

said lohn Metsopoulos, the former First Se- the president of two community groups in
lectman of Fairfield. "I think that he under- New York City during those 20 years of
stands politics very well. He's very good at being a certified public accountant. When
he and his family moved to Fairfield in the
organizing his people."
early 90s, Flatto wnted to
Metsopoulos should
get involved.
know. He has run against
"I just loved Fairfield,"
Flatto on two separate occasaid Flatto. "I became a
sions: first in 1999, in which
member of the Board of Sehe defeated Flatto and belectmen in 1995, and then I
came First Selectman of
won First Selectman in
Fairfield, and then in 2001,
1997. Everything was going
when Flatto exacted rewonderful."
venge, defeating him.
That is, until the aforeMetsopoulos may think
mentioned loss in 1999 to
Flatto makes a good politician today, but Flatto reiterMetsopoulos.
"There was a period
ates that he is not the average elected official.
there where I didn't want to
FLATTO
ever run again," said Flatto.
"I was an accountant
for 20 years," explained Flatto. "I was an "I was very surprised I lost. There was a
extremely shy guy in college. It took years combination of hurt and anger. I got another
of a lot of real effort to become a public job and moved on."
speaker."
Soon, though, politics crept back into
He may have been shy, but Flatto was Flatto's life. About six months after his destill always involved in politics. He was a feat, a supporter sent out an anonymous letmember of the Student Forum during his ter to some of Flatto's constituents and felfour years at Lehigh University, and he was low democrats, asking if they thought Flatto
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should run for First Selectman again. The
replies to the letter all supported him giving
it another shot.
"I went though a soul-searching process. I knew I found myself disagreeing
with a lot of what Metsopoulos was saying
and doing," said Flatto. "So, I decided to
try it again. When I lost in '99,1 really let it
get to me emotionally. I told myself that this
time, whatever happened, happened."
What happened was Flatto defeated
Metsopoulos, and has gone on to bring about
some very big changes in Fairfield, including being one of the biggest supporters of a
$64 million plan to bring two high schools
to the town.
"I voted for Ken, and I support him a
great deal," said Robert Maresca, a Fairfield
resident. "I think the high school plan is just
one of the positive things for Fairfield he
has been involved with."
Flatto isn't looking to leave anytime
soon. "I'm having the time of my life in
Fairfield," said Flatto. "I love being able to
make a difference, locally. A lot of times,
with a higher office, you don't get to see
the changes you help bring about."
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Tuesday, November 19
9:09 a.m. - A male trying to recruit for Vector was escorted off-campus for solicitation without permission
Wednesday, November 20
11:03 a.m. -A female student was misled in purchasing a service from an unauthorized vendor. Security reminds students to execute caution when dealing with vendors and contact security if you see solicitors.
Thursday, November 21
3:34 p.m. - A stuffed animal on fire was extinguished in the Regis traffic circle.
There are no suspects.
Friday, November 22
4:48 p.m. - The card-swiping machine at the entrance of Gonzaga south was
smashed.
4:57 p.m. -A female reported harassing phone calls in Regis. The case is under
investigation.
Saturday, November 23
2:25 a.m. - Disorderly conduct was reported involving male students yelling obscenities at two female students in the residence halls.
Sunday, November 24
12:49 a.m. - A window in the BCC was smashed and three suspects were identified.
Monday, November 25
2:34 p.m. - A female reported being followed on North Benson Road by a white
male between the ages of 40 and 50 ina black pickup truck.
11:18 p.m. - There was a narcotic violation in Dolan. Students were referred to
judicial.
Tuesday, November 26
12:31 a.m. - Security assisted FPD in apprehending suspects involved in offcampus vandalism. Four students were arrested.

CORRECTIONS
The Mirror strives to report accurately in our stories. However, if you are aware of
any errors, please call Editor In Chief Sean Hayes at x6529.
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Students organize to oppose war in Iraq
BY EILEEN ARNOLD

The newest club on campus doesn't
have a name, and the co-founders are in no
particular rush to give it one. This club
doesn't have an advisor either, or consistent funding. Quite frankly, the newest club
on campus doesn't have much in the way of
convention. This "group" is on a mission
to oppose the war in Iraq and to get Fairfield students to talk about the issues in more
than an automatic sense.
Co-Founders of this unnamed group are
fellow seniors Emmett Kearney and Ed
Feldheim. Kearney said that the unofficial
status of the gorup is not the issue and that
"we're not concerned with becoming an
official club." What they are concerned
about is raising awareness of the situation
in Iraq and steadily building an opposition
to war.
The group is attempting to get information to students that is not available from
major media sources, such as: over
1,000,000 people have died directly because
of economic sanctions; 600,000 of those
dead being children; the Bush
administration's goal of regime change is a
flagrant violation of international law; and
the CIA issued a report earlier this year stating that the weapons threat from Iraq is the
lowest since 1992.
Kearney and Feldheim were very opposed to the administration's build-up to war
throughout the year, and decided to take
action. Their opportunity came when John
Humphries, a guest lecturer who spoke
about the atrocities he witnessed first hand
in Iraq, came to Fairfield. Kearney and
Feldheim met students with similiar views
at this lecture and saw it as an opportunity
to keep the momentum from the lecture going.
While they both admit that apathy at
Fairfield is a problem concerning issues
such as these, they have found that it is not
as bad as they originally thought. They don't
plan to let this apathy get in the way of their
group's purpose.
"More people seem to want to be involved in some way," Feldheim said. "A
lot of people have surprised me."
The group has about 25 people in it now
and hope to have more come to their meetings at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday in the BCC
each week.
"Because this is such a recent development and because of the unpredictable nature of geopolitics, we're focusing on short
term goals," Kearney said.
The main short-term goal, beyond education, is to rally as many students as possible to attend the national war protest in

Taking a stand: A new group on campus that is opposed to the war in Iraq met Tuesday to discuss relevant
issues and recruit new members.

Washington, D.C. Jan. 18 -19, the first weekend back from winter recess in January. As
a buildup to the trip, the group invited Rev.
Simon Harak, S.J., a former teacher, to speak
on Tuesday, Jan. 14. Fr. Harak resigned
from teaching in 1998 to become a full time
activist for peace in the Middle East.
Feldheim mentioned that he's already
been called unpatriotic and was told to "kill
himself if he opposes war," but he insisted
that "not questioning your government is
foolish." Kearney agreed that "democracy
is about having a voice."
Ultimately, both Kearney and Feldheim
agree that the big challenge facing Fairfield
students is in seeing things from the other
side and recognizing that compassion should
be given to all innocents, including the ones
who don't live here in America.
"If war is something you don't want to
see happen, you should come by on a Tuesday night," Feldheim said.
To become involved in the group show
up on Tuesday at 8 in the lower BCC or
email of the two co-founders at
03_ekearney@campus.fairfield.edu or
03_efeldheim2@campus.fairfield.edu.
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$ $ $ $ CASH FOR BOOKS $ $ $ $
FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE
DECEMBER 12 - 20
GET HIGHEST PRICES FOR YOUR BOOKS NOW!
RECEIVE 50% OF WHAT YOU PAID FOR THESE TITLES AND MANY OTHERS
NEEDLES, FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING 7™ EDITION
GARRISON,MANAGERIAL ACCOUNTING 10™ EDITION
STOKSTAD, ART HISTORY 2ND EDITION
MADER, HUMAN BIOLOGY 7TH EDITION
KRICHER, NEOTROPICAL COMPANION 2ND EDITION
HARTL, GENETICS 5™ EDITION
REED, LEGAL & REG. ENVIRONMENT OF BUSINESS 12™ EDITIONCHASE, OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT 9™ EDITION
HERBERT, TOTAL NUTRITION
TRENHOLM, INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION 4™ EDITION
BYRNS, MACROECONOMICS 6™ EDITION
MCDONAGH, BEAUTY QUEEN OF LEENANE & OTHER PLAYS
DICKINSON, COMPLETE POEMS
SALINGER, CATCHER IN THE RYE
GETIS, INTRO TO GEOGRAPHY 8™ EDITION
MCKAY, HISTORY OF WESTERN SOCIETY 7TH EDITION
KAGAN, WESTERN HERITAGE 7TH EDITION
KANTROWITZ, BEN T1LLMAN AND THE RECONSTRUCTION ...
DEBLU, GEOGRAPHY 10™ EDITION
SHELLY, MICROSOFT ACCESS
MOORE, BASIC PRACTICE OF STATISTICS
JAIN, INTERNATIONAL MARKETING 6™ EDITION
WRIGHT, LISTENING TO MUSIC 3RD EDITION
BAIRD. PHILOSOPHIC CLASSICS VOL 1&2 4™ EDITION
LOCKE, SECOND TREATISE OF GOVERNMENT
KALAT, BIOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY 7™ EDITION
RUTHVEN, ISLAM:VERY SHORT INTRO
STRONG. EXPERIENCE OF BUDDHISM
SCHAEFER, SOCIOLOGY 8™ EDITION

♦ I PRICE; SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO BOOK CONDITION AND QUANTITY LIMITS)

VISIT THE BOOKSTORE EARLY AND OFTEN
PRICES CHANGE DAILY
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(GRASMERE BARBER SHOP)
1AIRC

T SPECIAL:
(Regularly S15.00)

udent ID

Specializing in:

Fades
Clipper Cuts
Traditional Cuts

Business Hours: Wed-Sat 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
58 Post Road (203) 259-9132
On Black Rock/Fairfield Line
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^CLASSIFIEDS
***ACT NOW! Guarantee the best spring break prices! South Padre,
Cancun, Jamaica, Bahamas, Acapulco, Florida & Mardigras. TRAVEL
FREE, Reps Needed, EARN$$$. Group Discounts for 6+. 1 888
THINK
SUN
(1-888-844-6578
dept
2626)
/
www.springbreakdiscounts.com
Attention Spring Breakers! Travel Free 2003! Free trips, drinks & meals!
Party w/ MTV!
Hottest destinations! Most Reliable.
www.sunsplashtours.com 1 -800-426-7710

Beverly Nail Spa
Luigi's Center, next to Luigi's Restaurant
170 Post Rd., Fairfield - Phone: 203-256-8791
—

20% off Monday-Thursday for college students only

Waxing
Tip Set
Wrap Set
Manicure & Pedicure

FAIRFIELD SPRING BREAK '03 with StudentCity.com! Cancun,
Mazatlan, Acapulco, Bahamas, Jamaica, Barbados, Florida!
FAIRFIELD REPS WANTED! Travel free and earn cash! Call 1800-293-1445 or e-mail sales@studentcity.com today!
Marketing Agency seeks High Energy Individuals for Marketing & Promoting in Connecticut's Hottest Night Clubs. Must Have Own Vehicle. $15.00 Dollars an Hour. Flexible Hours. Call: 1-888-477-6668
www.HausPromotions.com
SPRING BREAK 2003 Travel with STS, America's #1 student tour operator. Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas or Florida. Sell trips,
earn cash, travel free! Inforamtion/reservations 1-800-648-4849 or
www.ststravel.com

Premium Outlet Store
Classifieds are available for as little as $15 for 20 words!
Call (203) 256-6594 for more information or to place an ad.

10% DISCOUNT
for Fairfield University
students and staff

VILLA DEL SOL

Villa 4el Sol Mexican Restaurant
1229 Post Road The Brick Walk Fairfield, CT06824 C203) 254-0123

Find all of your favorite catalog
brands right here at Deckers
RETAIL PRICE OUR PRICE

Ralph Sport Shirts
Ralph Khaki Pants
Ralph Knit Shirts
Docker Pants
Famous Catalog Sweaters
Alexander Julian
Sport & Polo Knits

$57.50
$57.50
$52.50
$40.00
$40.00
$42.00
$48.00

$29.99
$39.99
$29.99
$24.99
$24.99
$19.99
$19.99

696 West Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06850
Hours: Mon-Sat 10:00-5:00 Sun 12:00-5:00

(203)857-4584

ATTENTION ALL FAIRFIELD
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS !!
Villa del Sol is offering a buy
1 dinner / lunch and receive the 2Dci (\innei- / lunch V?. off
Present your student ID card for this great offer]
Villa del Sol has a great Happy Hour
Monday - Friday 4-pm - 7pm (Bar Only)
$ 2.95 Margarita's
Corona Buckets & Free Mexican Wings
10cent Mexican Wings
$1 Tequila Shooters
| 2.00 All Beers
MUST BE 21 YEARS OF AGE & PRESENT VALID IDENTIFICATION.
PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. DON'T DRINK & DRIVE.
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Sommer discusses Holocaust
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

are sad, tragic, but some are funny. It is OK
to laugh today, I like to hear laughter," he
said. And there was no shortage of laughter
during Sommer's two-hour talk on his experience as a Holocaust survivor. While this
may sound surprising, at the time it seemed
only natural. Sommer looks on the bright
side and is thankful for what didn't happen
during his time under Nazi persecution.
At the age of fourteen, Sommer
dropped out of school and started working
to help the family earn money. He lugged
hundreds of pounds of bricks on his back
everyday until the Nazis invaded his homeland, driving all the Jews into Forced Labor
Camps. There he worked under the worst
conditions imaginable for seven months, not
knowing where his family was or even if
they were still alive.
Days before the camp was to be moved
to Auschwitz, Sommer's friend decided that
they should try to escape and hide in
Budapest with a family friend that had
agreed to house them. They "borrowed"
jackets and security badges from the guards
and literally walked out the front door.
Until the war ended years later, Sommer
did his best to avoid not only the officers of
the Waffen S.S.,but also the Russian army
who enrolled him for a short time.
"Two [Russian] solders stood on either
side of me, big men. The one said 'how
would you like to join the Russian army?' I
said no. Then the second soldier took out a
gun and held it to my head and said 'How

would you like to join the Russian Army? I
said 'This is what I have wanted to do all
my life." Sommer escaped from the Russians the first chance he had.
After the war had finally ended only
one member of Sommer's family survived,
one of his brothers. The rest of the family
had been killed in the camps, except for his
mother, the "hero" of his life, who passed
away shortly before the war began. Finally
free, Sommer and his brother decided to
head towards the refugee camps in Italy
where they were greeted with open arms.
Later, after being healed physically and
mentally by the Italian Monks and Nuns,
Sommer traveled to the United States in
hopes of finding a country with streets paved
of gold. He hopped a freighter to New York.
When he saw the inscription on the Statue
of Liberty, "Give me your tired, your poor,
your huddled masses yearning to breathe
free," he said, "They knew I was coming."
After arriving, Sommer found a job in
a factory where he began to learn Spanish
and discover the true America, to him the
greatest country on earth. Nine months after arriving, Sommer passed his high school
equivalency test and started working on a
Bachelors of Arts at Brooklyn College.
Today he teaches at Fairfield University and New Rochelle High School in New
Jersey. He was awarded the National
Teacher of the Year Award and will continue
to keep teaching until he is unable. "I feel
such an incredible debt to America I want
to pay it back some how...I am absolutely
delighted to have this honor teaching."

Jumpstart
Your Advertising
Career
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Sat., January 11,2003
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Advertising Creative Certificate
More Information:

860-486-3231

Advertising Account Management Certificate

Internet:
continuingstudies.
uconn.edu/advertising
Email:
pdinfo@access.ced.
uconn.edu

Modules start January 25th

University of
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College of Continuing Studies

Transforming

By Zulu Child Promotions for lovers of African/Caribbean music:

DJs Rex and Holy child shall blow you African lilZZ
mfo the African and Caribbean music
Afrc-Beat
world with powerful cris-cross rhythms
that explodes with joy and happiness,
sounds that gives highs.
Zulu Child is a creative idea that
promotes cross-cultural parties.

Calypso
Reggae

/ink

Dance time: Every Saturday 8PM to 2AM
At: Paradise Club, 1060 Broad Street. Corner of John and Broad
(Down town Bridgeport)

Great fun, cozy atmosphere, Cool people, Nice time, unbelievable feeling
Dress Nicely

Door; $5, siuderus-ss, Ladies-Free

For more info: contact 203 366 3423/203 336 0019
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First semester of Ignatian College a 'learning process'
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

the Ignatian Residential College finds itself
halfway through its first year, Rev. Thomas
J. Regan S.J., co-director of the Ignatian
College, said: "The student response has
been very positive. There is a true sense of
community throughout the halls."
But students had mixed reactions about
their experiences in the nascent program.
"There are lots of advantages to living
here," said Karel Vetrovec '05. "But I don't
take advantage of all of them. I go to certain
events, but a lot of us are so busy with everything else that we really don't have time."
The directors of the Ignatian Residential College understand this. "The goal of
the college is so ultimately expose the stu-

dents to a wide range of vocations so that
they understand the pressures that people
face in the real world," said Regan. "Some
of the events we have will naturally appeal
to some, but not to others."
Other students enjoy the vast amount
of activities offered.
"Our floor is a lot more of a community than it was last year and I like how there
are always activities in the lounge," said
Sarah Bachman '05
Greg Hill, '05, agreed. 'The Ignatian
College from the beginning has fostered a
strong sesnse of community and having
classes here isn't bad either," said Hill. "The
hall also has a sense of home. With the
newly refurbished lounge and artwork on
the walls I feel like the dorm is more of a

living space and not just a place to sleep.
According to Lederer, the idea of having the Ignatian College just for sophomores
is perfect. "The sophomores are the only
group on camus without a designated part
of the community of Fairfield geared towards them," Ledderer said. "The freshman
have everyone helping them get acquainted
with the school and the juniors and seniors
with the internships and majors. I think it is
a great experience for the sophomores."
"I think the students get out of the
Ignatian College exactly what they put in,"
said Rob Keder,'04, who is a resident assistant in Loyola. "I think that the whole program is a great idea. What better than to have
a program right in front of you that will cater to a specific group like the sophomores?"

The essence of community is highly
stressed in the Ignatian College. Residents
were just recently involved in a retreat to
the All Saints Center in Washington, CT,
according to Lederer.
"I thought it would be all organized with
religious type things," said Vetrovec. "It was
actually a lot more social and we got to hang
out and stuff. It was a good time."
According to Regan, people coming to
visit Fairfield are already asking about the
Ignatian College and what it has to offer.
The Ignatian College is trying to get out
most of the kinks that any first year inception will naturally have. "We are hoping that
this first semester is a learning process," said
Lederer. "We hope that as the year goes on
we will continue to get better."

Jogues residents hold their breath during smoke bomb prank
CONTINUED FROM P,

1

caused the room's rug to be burnt, a burnt
hole in a pair of jeans, an immense amount
of smoke and a putrid smell that continues
to linger on the floor.
"There was smoke everywhere. I
thought it was someone's incense, but then

the fire alarm started to go off," said Wes
White '06, a second floor resident. "We
were all mad because the alarm goes off almost every day."
Lindsey Ryan '06, a second floor resident on the female wing, was also not
thrilled with the fire alarm that evicted the
students for a half hour.

"I was pissed because I was dead
asleep. My roommate had to make me get
out of bed," Ryan said. "We started smelling smoke when we were leaving. Upon
coming back into the building, the door on
the other side of the floor was closed off."
The residents of the second floor male's
wing were forced out of their rooms until

nearly midnight when all of the smoke was
be cleared from the hallway.
"It was horrible. It smelt like rotten
eggs," said Mary Boehmer '06, a third floor
resident. "What was even worse were the
boys having to stay in everyone else's
rooms. They came in my room and turned
on Monday Night Football!"
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10% off all repairs (except specials)
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D Cheap drinks, good times

o
o»

A 21-year-old's guide to the bars around town

Tired of the same old, same old on Saturday nights ? Mirror writer Julie McDermott
sacrificed her car —and her liver — on a recent weekend to scope out the scene at some
local bars. Here's what she had to say...

RuuyyeM/y
A.K.A. - Sacred Scare
Location - 548 Kings Highway Cutoff
Best Time to Go - Thursdays after 10 p.m.
Sick of looking at those familiar Fairfield University faces? Interested in a Sacred Heart hook-up? Then Russell's is the
bar you will want to head to this Thursday,

Villa del Sol

A.K.A. - Tequila Wasteland
Location - On Post Road in the center of
Fairfield
Best time to go - Thursdays from 6 p.m. to
A.K.A. - Get bombed for a buck
A.K.A. - The Black Out Bar that's always
11 p.m.
Location - On Post Road across from to blame for: the unknown place you wake
Excuse me, did you say tequila shots
up the next day, the random hook-up the
Athena diner
for $1? Margaritas for $3? Yes, it's true.
Best Time To Go - Tuesday's at 9 p.m. for night before, and that new "friend"
According to
penny drafts
who somehow knows your name
the owner
Have you succumbed to an empty bank Location- On the corner of Reef Rd
Elsa Ruiz,
account and have been forced to live on and Fairfield Beach Rd.
Villa
del
nickels and dimes? Although you might not Best time to go - Thursdays, FriSol's happy
be able to afford any food, go to Key West days, and Saturdays after 10:30 p.m.
hour begins
Ever wonder why that guy who
on Tuesdays and you can spend less than a
at 4 p.m and
dollar to become a complete wastoid.
sits behind you in religion all of a
is extended
After changing its name from Gizmo's sudden is saying hi to you? Or why
into the night
and hiring some new management this year, you woke up in the wrong house,
for Fairfield
Key West has already become very popular three doors away from your own?
University
Most likely, the answer is that you
amongst Fairfield University students.
students till
"You always get a good group of kids went to the Grape the night before.
closing.
that go, and you can tell the staff likes it
Located on Reef Road, in walkTheir spewhen we come," said Colette Landers, '03. ing distance for most Fairfield beach
cials include
"They always put out free food and they're residents, the Grape's most positive
dollar tequila
feature is its location.
really friendly when we walk in."
shots, three
"I like to go to Key West because it's a
Most students love the convedollar
change of pace from the Grape and they nience of having a bar a short walk
margaritas,
make a damn good mixed drink," said Ellen away from their houses.
Amy Womack/The Mirror
Villa del so much fun: The gang at Fairfield's newest
two "dollar
Tiernan, '03.
With a Fairfield University stu- hot spot excitedly awaits the university crowd
beers, and
Besides the penny drafts on Tuesdays, dent ID, students can enjoy happy
Friday, or Saturday night. Krista Annuzzi, free food. Although this Mexican bar/resthis tropical-themed bar offers 50 cent drafts hour from 12 noon to 8 p.m., and Sunday
a bartender there, said that besides Fairfield taurant is new to the scene in Fairfield, it
and karaoke on Wednesdays, $2 beers, shots, night's $2 pint night and $3 mixed drinks.
students, customers tend to be Sacred Heart has already made a great impression on Fairand drinks for ladies on Thursdays, and
The Grape is known to be mostly a sestudents.
field students.
nior bar, and is strict with fake IDs.
$1.50 bottles for seniors on Saturdays.
"They have a great happy hour and they
"Usually now there are more Sacred
"I've taken about 25 IDs so far this year.
Pool tables, darts, music, fooseball, and
Heart kids in the bar," said Jack Kershaw, treat students very well," said Rick Voight,
the Golden Tee game enhance the environ- A mix of both real and fake IDs," said Larry '05, a regular customer at Russell's. He said '03.
ment at Key West. According to one of the B., a bouncer at The Grape.
"I like going there for the hospitality,
that most of the events held at Russell's are
The circular shape of the bar is always
owners, Jonny Chlebowski, Key West's cusorganized by Sacred Heart University stu- the environment, and general revelry," said
a highlight for those party-goers who like
tomers are from all different walks of life.
Chris Martino, '03.
dents.
"Of all the bars I've worked at, this is to do a "lap" around the bar when they go
Located on Post Road where the Ital"No one [from Fairfield University] rethe most diverse crowd," said Chiebowski. out. The dark lighting, the loud music, the ally goes there anymore because of that," ian restaurant Vazzy's used to be, Villa del
"But we are welcoming Fairfield Univer- many televisions, and the darts and fooseball added Kershaw.
Sol has a tremendously welcoming and recreate a typical bar atmosphere.
sity students with open arms."
If you are immune to the Sa- laxing environment. Three dimensional
Most stucred Heart Scare, then you can stars, decorative banners hanging from the
dents have
enjoy the specials offered each ceiling, and lit candles scattered around the
seemed to
night, including penny drafts bn restaurant all give the Mexican eatery its
take up this
Tuesdays, $2 house shots, and $1 own sense of style and decor. Pictures of
offer, as it is
frequent and popular customers hang all
pitchers on Saturdays.
known to get
Equipped with two pool over the Villa del Sol walls, creating a place
very crowded
tables, fooseball, the 2003 Golden of personality and fun.
at times.
"Students put on the Mexican hats and
tee game, and four televisions, the
"I have
environment provides entertain- sing," said Ruiz. "Some of the guys ingone to Key
ment choices besides just a beer/ vented their own shot, called the Fairfield
West a couple
University testosterone shot."
mixed drink in hand.
times
this
The Fairfield students that have found
According to Annuzzi, a DJ
year, and each
or band usually comes Wednesday themselves at Villa del Sol, all seemed to
time it's been
through Saturday to spice up the enjoy this Mexican bar.
pretty
"It's always a lot of fun and they almusic scene.
bmack/The Mirror
crowded. I Key prices: A smiling bartender can't wait to practically
ways
give us free tequila shots," said Allison
For
many
Fairfield
Univergive the drinks away to F.U. students
usually have a
sity students, the crowd tends to Wren, '03.
good time
"I like the great atmosphere, the great
consist of many underclassmen.
"I love to go to the Grape because you
when I go," said Liz Cummings, '03.
"Russell's is more of a place for under- bartenders, and you can't forget the dollar
Lauren Mahoney, '03, is a bartender at can always count on walking in and seeing classmen," said Chris Lowery, '03. "I've tequila shots...oh wait, you probably will,"
Key West and has seen many students from tons of familiar faces," said Caroline Casey, only been there twice this year. It's a good said Thomas Callahan, '03.
'03.
Fairfield University come to the bar.
time, but it depends on when you go."
"They're all different [the aforementioned
"It's crowded all the time and it doesn't
"There's a bunch of different groups
"I'm hardly of drinking age and I feel
that come to Key West to have a good time," have anything to offer," said Jeff Barba, '03, like I'm the oldest one there when I go," bars] in their own individual ways, but they
all do the trick to get you wasted," said
said Mahoney," and of course, to see me bar- "but at least you can walk to the naut after- said James Cahill, '03.
David Hines, '03.
wards."
tend!"

Key West

The Grape
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Fairfield students eagerly await
late night breakfast study break
BY LAURA PFEIFER

Alright kiddies, push time is here; finals are just around
the corner. So what do you do when you are stressed out and
starving on Dec. 11, the night before the grind of finals begins?
Run over to the Barone Campus Center for some FREE
breakfast served to you by faculty members.
Yes, you read it correctly. Faculty members will be serving a free breakfast at the Fall 2002 Midnight Breakfast event
from 10:30 p.m. until 12:30 a.m. on Wednesday Dec. 11.
The idea for a Midnight Breakfast was inspired by Graduate Assistant Erin Morrell's UConn undergradtuate experience.
According to Morrell, UConn sponsored a midnight breakfast every semester.
"It was a huge success each time," said Morrell. "My
idea is for it to become a tradition that students, faculty and
staff look forward to at the close of each semester. It is a great
way to build community here at Fairfield."
Each volunteer who is serving will be wearing an apron
with the logo for the event on it, as well as a pin stating their
name and that they are volunteering at the Fall 2002 Midnight

Breakfast. It is supposed to be a chance for students, faculty
and staff to interact while taking a study break during finals.
According to Molly Martin, another Fairfield University
Graduate Assistant, the Midnight Breakfast is a great opportunity for students to take a break frorri the craziness of finals
week.
"The Breakfast can be a place for students to escape from
studying, hang out with friends, or a change of atmosphere,"
said Martin.
Karen Donoghue, '03, FUSA president, agreed that this
is a great idea.
"I can't see students passing up the opportunity for free
food, served by their very own teachers," Donoghue said. "I
hope that it is a big success and that we continue it every
semester."
So how does the idea fare with students?
"I think a lot of students will show up, especially if the
teachers are going to be serving us breakfast," said Miguel
Delgado, '04.
Pat Hogan, '04 had a slightly different perspective. "Free
food and teachers, will this be on the test?"
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Specializing in
American designers
and custom work,
original and redesign.

Design is where you find it

Crystal bracelet
by Warren and Sofia
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Hosted by
Served by Fairfield's own dh'rli

Crystal bracelet
by Warren and Sofia

jouth Norualk,. CT
(ZD3) 666-0600
Come party with us at

Find more samples at
www.silverribbon.com
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Playhouse Square
275 Post Road East
Westport, CT 06880
203-226-9320
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Aries
March 21-April 20

Today you will be late to arrive, but
others will be understanding. You
tire easily so take it slow. Give yourself a break, rejuvinate.

V

Taurus
April 21-May 20

You will stress this week over assignments and work projects. Keep this
in mind, and try to learn from it.
Don't always leave things until the
last minute.

~rr
■I

Gemini
May 21-June 21

Life may not always be like a bowl
of cherries, but you Wouldn't know
that from the week you're going to
have. But keep in mind that while
you're on a high, someone else might
be on a low.

©

Cancer

Libra

June 22-July 22

Sept. 23-Oct. 23

Life has its ups and downs, this week
will definitely be up. Keep your options open and see where life takes
you. Challenges aren't always bad.

61

You might find yourself reliving the
past this week. Remember, what's
done is done. Don't live for what was,
live for today.

nu

Leo
July 23-Aug. 22

Virgo

JI

Aug. 23-Sept. 22

X

Che
record...to the trade for shriek...to island
time...to career ending injuries, there is a
God...to Emily's 21st...to drunk Sunday
nights...to cookie dough...to a sweet b-day
weekend...to bungdizzy and columbo coming
down...to everyone buying shots...to the best
happy hour...to bartender Tammy, enjoy the
tip...to half a pitcher of SoCo...to Meredith's
apartment...to Wein's dinner...to the soph keg
at the point, flip cup insanity...to late night
diner runs...to "dude, we're going home"...to
"whaaaat?"...to "this place is miserable, it's
just miserable"...to "who's got the
Starbursts?"...to "it's just the right thing to do
at the time...to "stop the car, I wanna get
out"...to Christopher for sitting on the dog...to
peppermint patty shots and apple pie shots...to
good old fashioned slumber parties...to Luke
being the best person ever...to Jeremy, the cute
waiter at Joe's...to always being on
drunks.com...to throwing popcorn into drunk
boys' mouths outside Jogues, and feeling like
we were at the zoo feeding animals...to drinking a bottle of wine after work and showing
up at the Grape already drunk...to El Gr8pe...to
Pier 7, beirut and mac & cheese...to falling
out of the turtle...to 46 days until Julia's bday...to the "walrus in mating season," you're
a weird one, but I love ya anyway...to "we're
covering all the bases, because they're about
to"...to not caring that the claddagh ring turned
back...to Ali's 21st, finally...to mixed drinks
at the BFNH...to the golden girls...to moving
down to Georgia after graduation...to Elvis,
the pride and joy of the Mirage...to Saki
Bombing...to Virg, Kernel, Wo, and Caitlin,
love you girls...to getting waaaasted with your
house on a Wednesday night...to those dentist
chair shots, gotta love 'em...to Wigand...

You may not have been fair to a loved
one. Keep in mind that first responses
aren't always the best ones, and
apologies don't always hurt.

Aquarius
Jan. 21-Feb. 19

Sagittarius
Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Things may seem to be going slow
lately. Why rush? Take your time
and enjoy the lull while you can.
Next week may prove to be more
than you thought you could handle.

X

Pisces
Feb. 20-March 20

You might be feeling restless this
week so try to get out. A nice vacation or even a simple jog will get your
mind off things and put your life in
perspective. Embrace it.

&B00S

Send in Cheers & Bo(
mirror@fair1 .fairfield.et
TO THE CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR REPRINTING LAST WEEK'S CHEERS AND
BOOS AND NOT EVEN NOTICINC.to the
FU senior football boys, we love you...to redheaded sl*ts...to roomies on pixie sticks...to
rolling down the hill...to Strada's catch...to
Saturday night at the Levee, thanks Chris...to
losing at pool to Jeff and Mo...to Care Bear
finally being 19...to the claddagh ring being
turned...to finally being over "Sponge Bob
Square Shirt" (yeah, I know, it's about
time)...to watching Mr. Deeds with FU's
finest...to realizing that one day you will work
for me...to big sausages and spicy mustard...to
the Pavman being nothing else but the
Pavman...to great water at the zoo...to my
near-death treadmill experiences...to that
missing person from the dugout joint...to
Sarah's 21st birthday, finally! Drink up...to
Alenni and the Athena man for a free check
and
cookies...to
Missy
and
itsyourfremmanippawynette...to Kev and
Ryan for having dinner with us...to George
GintolL.to Wolfe for driving my car home...to
watching Good Will Hunting at 6 am...to not
standing in line at Blackrock...to road trips to
Woburn...to building forts on a Saturday
night, sober...to "BFF 4 Life"...to the Smoking Bishop girls for cheering me up...to going to Penn State with Frank and Sack on Friday for football and a lot of partying...to spin
the bottle...to the fan...to the green light...to
fixing the chair...to the donkey in the dryer...to
10 matt points...to pizza with extra
mushrooms...to Craig and Dave's fun
house...to "my judge," shriek...to vitamin
C.to Shaw's 21st...to 75 days till hell breaks
loose...to doing everything possible in a 4
hour trip...to chalking 'em up...to Craig's pool

Dec. 22-Jan. 20

Scorpio

Kindness never goes un-rewarded.
Your generous nature and good spirit
will benefit you soon. Don't feel like
it is all for nothing, your time in the
sun is coming.

All things come around full circle.
You might feel like you've been paying for a past wrong, so maybe this
will make you think twice. Be mindful of those less fortunate, someday
that might be you.

Capricorn
%

Oct. 24-Nov. 21

It's not always fun and games so this
week you're going to have to be a little
more serious. Don't worry though, by
next week everything will lighten up.

A past flame may not be as dead as
you once thought. Consider all your
options before you make any decisions. Test the waters before you jump
in.

IIP
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BY CRISTINA BERTUCA

HOROSCOPES
T

DECEMBER

Monday at 5 p.m.!
Mail: BoxAA
TO THE CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR REPRINTING LAST WEEK'S CHEERS AND
BOOS AND NOT EVEN NOTICINC.to
walking pneumonia...to shots of SoCo you
thought were red-headed sluts...to over-priced
events...to lame group members...to this being the last time we ever have to deal with
registration...to roommates who spend the
weekend in Jersey...to long-distance
relationships...to organic chemistry and ecology tests...to fake Kate Spade bags...to the
random kid at Noche who had no rhythm, but
tried to dance with everyone any way...to having security in my house from 3am- 730am.
the academic mind needs rest...to AS, 1 don't
like you and I don't think many others do
either..to having only one FI310 section and
not even having a professor assigned to it...to
people who send in boos to the Mirror for the
purpose of slander, come on now, we're in
college, it's time to grow up...to Big Bird and
the Sesame sl*ts...to freshman girls who act
like trash, you go to a classy school, start acting like it...to girls who like fat, greasy
guys...to security for being the way they
are...to close-minded jack@$$es who edit
your papers and think they're smart when they
really have no idea what's going on...to the
boy'who threatened to pee on us off the townhouse porch with his penis exposed during the
Noreaster (zip up your pants)...to computer
technician by day and waitress by night...to
being the only house to get written up for a
party by "Gentle Reminder" and "Tiki II"...to
Friday morning exams...to people who feel the
need to bring you down...to gossiping...to
making three people cry from laughter after
seeing your senior pictures...to living in a
white collar prison, rats and all...to the soccer

coach in the lifetime movie...to girls who are
fake, by being nice to me to my face, and talk
crap behind my back...to the person who
broke our toilet...to haying to sleep at 54, aka
the freezer..to Spencer wanting that cup of
water...to chair breaking and melting...to bad
cigarettes...to not being 21 ...to hot broads going abroad...to housemates hooking up in your
bed and their doodoo stains on the sheets...to
not knowing her name...to hairy nipples...to
inspections again, that beruit table's a pain in
the @$$ to hide...to more furry friends...to a
house that sometimes feels like it might blow
away...to an entire roll of film of people you
don't know and things you don't want to
see...to rain and wind...to Mbeamer. shut up.
you're annoying...to being out of it...to no
booze THs...to no winter hat...to laundry...to
someone stabbing walls...to not having my
car...to taking 4 classes but having more work
than last year...to Mondays...to "you say the
pretty girls always win, too bad you aren't
pretty"...to just realizing I forgot about the
darts tournament at the Grape, damn...to yellow lights...to running across the town of Fairfield to the train station all because the shuttle
never showed up...to friends from home puking all over someone's townhouse, sorry
guys...to Fairfield cab. enough said...to the
"drunk car" on the train...to freaklounge not
making ids anymore...to the major case of
TMI. so not needed...to ugly losers calling
people ugly, just because you drive a Corvette
doesn't mean you're cool...to Wo getting a
Hat...to losing the bet 3 nights in a row...to
too much rain this weekend...to the Grape
being dead on a Saturday again...to Elvis
pooping in my chimney...to Don Hewitt...
it i > ♦ t * ■

10

Editor: Gwen Nolan
mail: AandE@fairfieldmirror.com

Fairfield High to public eye
John Mayer offers an exclusive interview to The Mirror
BY TARA LYNCH

A few years ago, John Mayer was just
a Fairfield High grad working at the local
Mobile station. Today, at 25, Mayer is rapidly becoming one of today's hottest new
singer/songwriters.
But don't think that it's gone to his
head. Mayer has decidedly avoided the
jaded rock star cliche, he told The Mirror in
a telephone interview.
"i don't really know my own level of
recognition at all. I just feel lucky when the
DJ doesn't pronounce my name wrong."
Don't expect anyone to be pronouncing his name wrong anytime soon. His platinum-selling major label debut, "Room for
Squares," is quickly approaching 1.5 million copies sold, riding on the popularity of
his singles "No Such Thing" and "Your
Body is a Wonderland."
All this in the same year he was singled
out by Rolling Stone as one of the "Ten Artists to Watch."
Mayer recently proved his humble nature on a typically brisk November night in
Portland, Maine, when he played to a soldout crowd of 6,000 at the Cumberland
County Civic Center - in his sweatpants. But
what else would you expect from the guitarist who modestly refers to himself as the
"AAA league" of mainstream?
"I feel really lucky to have ascended in
my career in such a way that I've stayed
close to my music.
I've been holding the hand of what I've
been doing this whole time, so my head has
never gotten away from me," said Mayer
jokingly, "I just request that I have Evian in
the toilet."

www.google.com

Local boy: Mayer moves to center stage with his hit album, "Room for Squares".
Despite his success, Mayer has kept a tive. "If my dream was ever to become a
level head with his goals in clear perspec- name on the mainstream list, it's not what I

want anymore. I want a lasting corner, a
neighborhood where I can hang out and
make music the rest of my life."
Born in nearby Bridgeport and raised
in the Fairfield area, John grew up listening
to pop radio until age 13, when he fell in
love with the blues after a neighbor gave
him a Stevie Ray Vaughan tape. Shortly after Mayer picked up his guitar, and within
only a few years he was playing at local
blues bars.
After graduating from Fairfield High
School, Mayer took time off, and recently
told the Connecticut Post, "[I was] honing
my guitar-playing and singing skills [while
working] at my local Mobil station." After
a short stint at the Berkley College of Music in Boston, John moved down to Athens,
Georgia, where his career began to really
take off.
Although people refer to Athens as his
adopted hometown, Mayer hasn't forgotten
his roots.
"Growing up in Fairfield is the context
of my comfort. I need to go in my mind to
those places a lot. When I'm on-stage and
I'm tired and I just want to go home, I can
kind of sedate myself mentally with these
images of comfort - and they're all from that
town."
After two years of touring, Mayer is
looking to take some time off and look at
his life and how it's changed two years into
realizing his dream. "When you're successful you want to go home and cash in that
emotional bill. I can't wait to go back to
Fairfield. I want to stand inside the room I
stood inside of growing up having come full
circle."
John, Fairfield can't wait either.

Clooney s Solaris lacks blockbuster appeal
BY

through my brain as the closing credits of
Steve Soderbergh's "Solaris" scrolled. If
Could have, should have, would have... only it were released in limited theaters,
Those were the three remarks whizzing maybe audiences would have known what
they were getting into. If "Solaris" was
filmed as an independent movie,
Soderbergh's efforts probably would
have been hailed as being ingenious.
But, it wasn't. Four people walked out
of the theater as I watched this filmthey simply weren't prepared for its
artsy-ness. It just goes to show you
what can happen when a brainy sci-fi
is marketed as a George Clooney romance; audiences rebel for being deceived.
But, let us put off these marketing issues for the time being and get
into the story. George Clooney plays
Chris Kelvin, a widowed psychologist
living in an urban city of the far-off
Clooney chokes: Solaris star fails to capture future- He is ordered by some mysterious
audience.
corporate-political organization to travel to
ZACH

MINERS

the space station Prometheus orbiting the
planet Solaris to rectify a mission gone horrifically haywire. Kelvin is told that security has "already been sent in" and that
strange and bizarre occurrences have taken
place. These events are never substantiated
before he departs. Why anyone would abide
by such vague orders, given the circumstances, is beyond me.
When Kelvin boards the spaceship and
finds nearly every nook and cranny to be
covered with blood, it is clear that something has gone terribly awry. After several
minutes of unnecessary, uneventful wandering, he eventually meets the troubled, obsessed survivors: Gordon (Viola Davis) and
Snow (Jeremy Davies). Something has been
haunting these two individuals, but Kelvin
is initially unable to get a grip on what it is,
for they are reluctant to reveal their worries.
All of Kelvin's questions are answered,
however, when his wife, Rheya (McElhone),

f&rK FACTS
Grade: C
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h'ait
Ml

Movie: Solaris
Starring:
George Clooney,
Natascha McElhome
Director:
Steven Soderbergh

appears before him in his sleep chamber that
night. He is both grateful and shocked to
see her, considering she has been dead for
SEE "SODERBERGH" ON P.
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Highbrow Soderbergh effort misfires
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several years.
Has Rheya truly come back to life? Obviously, the answer is no. The loner Snow,
whose visitor was actually a replica of himself, informs Kelvin that Rheya is merely a
figment of his memory, an organic depiction of what he remembers her to be. Gordon, on the other hand, insists that the entity is real-a metaphysical manifestation
brought on by Solaris, the gassy purple-pink
planet below.
Kelvin accepts both propositions; he
knows Rheya is not real in a traditional
sense, but he wants to stay with her nonetheless. He begins to understand why the
scientists didn't just return to Earth in the
first place.
If "Solaris" wasn't released during the
aggressive movie season, I would have
thought it was a genuine effort made by
Soderbergh to direct a thought-provoking
film. (By the way, James Cameron, the director of'Titanic," also produced "Solaris".)
But given that it's being released at the time
of the year when the most ambitious films
hit theaters, it seems like a desperate attempt
made by Soderbergh to show off. Perhaps
he's thinking that this will be a sure-fire way
to get his name into the running for this
year's Oscars. While his intentions might

be honorable, the execution is quite deceptive.
Probably the most significant aspect of
"Solaris" that bugged me was the ridiculous
amount of flashbacks. One of the golden
rules in filmmaking is to avoid flashbacks,
and this movie utterly fails the follow that
principle. Granted, I sometimes enjoy being invited into a character's past and having an "Aha!" experience, when it all fits
together.
This movie, however, relies on flashbacks to get its point across. You don't
watch "Solaris" to see what happens, you
watch it to see what happened.
Even when Kelvin boards the deserted
space ship, it feels like you're watching the
epilogue of an action-packed novel. You
don't even know that Rheya is Kelvin's wife
until a flashback two scenes later reveals that
she is. From a cinematograpic perspective,
the flashbacks are wonderful, but the fact
that they're flashbacks is extremely annoying.
As a result of the flashback issue, the
plot itself is very basic. The entire movie
follows a narrow, almost formulaic, array
of events: Kelvin arrives on spaceship,
meets his deceased wife, has several conversations with her, realizes that he didn't
pay enough attention to her in life and is
now falsely remembering her, argues with

other crew members, and
eventually joins Rheya in
some fantasy realm.
I was waiting for something profound to happen,
but it never did. Though
slightly eerie in tone,
"Solaris" is very quiet and
tame. It begs for interpretation once it ends. Too bad
some viewers never reached
that point.
For the casual moviegoer, "Solaris" is too artsy to
bear. It's not a movie that a
viewer is going to watch
once and understand everything about it. Unfortunately, most people won't be
able to sit through this dry
film once, let alone twice. I
suppose the moral is to play
to your audience. Cameron
marketed this film as being
a dramatic, futuristic romance, and opened it across
the country. If it was shown
in limited theaters, and
people learned about it by
word of mouth, they probably would have
known what they were getting into. Mr.
Soderbergh, if you're going to direct a

?9ES.miVtW

brainy, artistic sci-fi, do it the right way and
don't cast big-name stars and try to tone it
down for the average watcher.
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Chris Zeitz - Commentary Editor

A community dedicated
to education
After a rocky start, the Ignatian Residential College in
Loyola Hall is now moving into full swing. With current freshmen now evaluating options for next year, The Mirror hopes
that members of the Class of 2006 will look hard at the College as a chance to broaden their horizons.
The Ignatian College is something that any member of the
university community should be excited about. After winning
a $2 million grant from the Lilly Endowment to begin the college, Fairfield's program received an overwhelmingly enthusiastic response at a national meeting of the endowment's beneficiaries. For a Jesuit institution like ours, such a response is
very encouraging as Fairfield continues to develop as an institution of higher learning.
This college affords one of the most unique and thoughtprovoking opportunities for education that this university offers. A person's four years at a university are a period of selfdiscovery and too often this discovery is conducted without
sufficient introspection and guidance.
The program facilitates as many people as possible in the
illumination of life's potential through self-discovery. The goal
of the Ignatian College is to develop a community, to grow
and benefit both the individual and the entire student body
beyond the walls of the college's home in Loyola Hall.
The college may be able to foster the sense of community
that it hopes to. The only requirement the the college asks is
that students participate in small group mentor meetings and
trips throughout the year, a more than reasonable request for
the fortunate residents that will have access to these planned
opportunities.
Though this year may have gotten off to a rough start for
the Ignatian Residential College, with delays in the refurbishment of the central lounge and classroom, it seems as though
the situation will only improve from now on, to eventually
offer endless possibilities to students at Fairfield for years to
come.

The editorial represents the opinion of the majority
of The Mirror Editorial Board.
What is your opinion?
Write to us: commentary@fairfieldmirror.com

THE FAIRFIELD MIRROR
BoxAA
1073 North Benson Road
Fairfield, Connecticut 06430

News: (203) 256-6600
Advertising: (203) 256-6594
Editor in Chief: (203) 256-6529

The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to commentary@fairfieldmirror.com
or submitted through our website: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once received, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.

The Mirror is in room 104 of Barone Campus Center

Holiday away from home
rights, the rights that let us have
the opportunity to Christmas shop
and to celebrate whatever holiday
we choose without persecution.
Who am I to be Christmas shopping with the nation on the possible brink of war?
So as I am reading some of the
tearfully posted messages, my own
eyes misting up at the heartfelt
words of gratitude and thanks and

granted every single day. As the
Christmas commercials become
I read a Hallmark card that is
more frequent between reruns of
meant to be funny, but is just bru"Friends," and the tinsel explodes
tally honest. It begins, "How did
in the department stores, there is
the pilgrims know when it was the
the possibility of war with Iraq if
first Thanksgiving?" When I
they do not comply with the Dec.
opened up the card, it said, "Be8 deadline to present all their
cause the Christmas decorations
weapons. However, President
were already up."
Bush still maintains that we could
Sad, but true. The Christmas
go to war.
season is upon us before
I am not here to whine
we have even said what we
about war and promote
were thankful for at
peaceful resolutions, or
Thanksgiving dinner. I adeven to question the momit that I am caught up in
tives of our Commander-inthis prolonged Christmas
Chief. But I think that as
season.
we break out the Platinum
In my Internet quest
Visas and attack the mall
for easy one-stop shopATMs, we could easily
ping, I stumbled across
spare a minute or two besomething that stopped my
tween bids on eBay to type
holiday spirit of revelry.
a word of thanks to the solAnyServiceMember.org,
diers
who everyday uphold
Contributed photo
is a website that allows On guard: Members of the armed services Will
the freedom that we have
people to write to United not enjoy the holidays at home
been accustomed to our enStates soldiers who cannot
tire lives. We spend while
come home for the holidays. The I stumble across a message that re- they save. We stress over the perprogram was originally started as flects the majority of how Ameri- fect gift while they stress about
a letter writing campaign after cans feel:
perfecting a maneuver.
Sept. 11, but with the threat of anFrom the bottom of my heart
As it is beginning to look
thrax, actual pen-to-paper letters I want to thank you for your dedi- more and more like Christmas, let
were forbidden. Now, there is an cation and belief in our country us take a moment to thank those
email message board where any- and our way of life! I also want men and women who everyday
one can leave a message of inspi- you to know that there is someone make it possible for us to celebrate
ration for Uncle Sam's boys.
(state side) that is praying for your this joyous holiday any way that
With Thanksgiving gone and safe return, so that you and your we so choose. Sign on to
Christmas jingling its way into our loved ones can once again hold AnyServiceMember.org and write
lives, we are now faced with an- each other in each other's arms.
a line or two before you begin to
other possibility of war. We are
Merry Christmas & God Bless search the Tiffany or Victoria's
faced with young men and women
Your Friend from Sacra- Secret website. Everyday, they risk
being ripped from their homes to mento, California, USA
their own lives so that we may live
serve for us, for our freedom, for
We take for granted the nu- ours.
the preservation of our unalienable ances of freedom that we are
BY LAURA PFEIFER
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Protestors defend free speech ... in Iran
Imagine going to war for your country
in Iraq. Now, imagine losing a leg while
defending the principles your nation and its
people stand for. You come home and are
celebrated as a hero and a liberator. That is
until one day you use the most powerful
weapon of all — speech. The next thing you
know, you find yourself facing a death sentence after enduring 74 lashes and eight
years in prison. Not what you would expect
for a disabled war hero, or for any citizen of
a civilized nation.
Hashem Aghajari, university professor
in Iran, now faces this grim fate. He is accused of the crime of apostasy for calling
for the separation of church and state in Iran
and saying that Muslims should not "blindly
follow" clerical authority. (Apostasy is an
ancient crime originating in the 14th century in which one renounces one's faith.)
Iran is a nation where the power really
rests with the hard right Islamic religious
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Whatever
power he, and fellow government clerical
extremists, feel like giving to popularly
elected president Mohammad Khatami and
the parliament is very limited. This oppressive, unrepresentative regime has been
lumped into President Bush's so-called
"Axis-of Evil" along with Iraq, and North
Korea.

The interesting
lim lawyers ap- within and less from above, perhaps the
THE BOND FILE
thing about the arrest
proved by the Par- world could come closer to living in peace.
MICHAEL A. BOND
and subsequent senliament who ensure A nation's people are where the real power
tencing of Mr.
conformity of legis- lies. Let us savor and be thankful for the
Aghajari is the relation with Islamic rights and liberties we have here and help
sponse of university students throughout law) with respect to overturning acts of par- people achieve the same. Let us do it not
Iran. Over 4,000 students rose up in dem- liament and vetoing bills. Another pro-de- with 25,000-pound "daisy-cutter" bombs,
onstrations only to be brutally put down by mocracy bill currently being worked on aims but with words and actions.
members of a hard-line government mili- at strengthening moderate
tia. The bravado shown by these individu- President Khatami's constials is evident in the remarks of student tutional authority over the
Abdullah Momeni, who was quoted in The nation's courts currently
New York Times saying, "We demand un- virtually monopolized by
conditional release of Mr. Aghajari but de- the religious right. All
mand freedom of speech and opinion for ev- people yearn to be freed
eryone and forever." The student's active re- from the yokes of oppressponse penetrated even the thick skull of sive.
Ayatollah Khamenei who has agreed to reIran would seem to be
view the case, creating a glimmer of hope an unlikely place to find
that the death sentence might be revoked.
modern day patriots, but inAmericans need to remember students deed it is. We students in
like Adullah Momeni when using a rather America have tremendous
broad brush to paint the people of the Middle power to speak, write and
East and, in particular, countries like Iran, express ourselves. Politias terrorists and haters of all things Ameri- cally, this nation needs to be
can. The power of students and professors shaken up. Dialogue from
like Hashem Aghajari have led to pro-demo- college campuses has in the
cratic legislation such as a bill in parliament past been monumentally
Contributed photo
that will limit the power of the mighty reli- important in shaping social
Taking a stand: Students protest the death sentence for
gious Guardian Council (six religious schol- reform. If we could push an outspoken professor in Iran.
ars appointed by the Ayatollah and six Mus- more for democracy from

Who thinks about exes more, girls or guys?

HE said*" She safe/
Don
Partyka
While there are certain exceptions, girls are more crazed emotionally about their former relationships. Chicks
are by nature fragile and emotional creatures. In many ways
they are similar to raccoons, they walk around at night, and
are attracted to shiny objects. It's hard to tell the rabid
ones from the rest. Which one will end up frothing at the
mouth come 5:00 a.m.?
But back to the question at hand (perfection is perfected so I'm a let 'em understand), guys think of their exes at
specific times. First is when he's had too many and all other girls
appear unavailable. The guy looks at his cell and thinks about making that belittling call. It's 4:00 a.m. you can barely talk, and you
mumble, "Are you awake?" Make the call; you'll be a stronger person for it.
Another time a guy thinks about his ex is when he looks at his checkbook. Memories of all the investments resurface, drinks at the bar, trips to McDonald's for the $1
menu, handcuffs, bail money, prescription refills. What did it all get him? Nowhere.
Also, when you apply for the job her father would have given you, that's a rough one to
remember.
Worse of all is seeing an ex with another guy. A sense of jealousy (a former sense of
ownership) enters him, as he begins to compare himself to the guy she's with. "What's
his bench?" "What kinda car does he drive?" "Is he 'better' than me?" "Does he have a
larger shoe size than me?"
Possibly the only thing that's "good" about an ex "is bragging rights." Guys get
together and talk about their most intimate experiences (whether gratifying or not) with
their friends. Sometimes the truth needs some embellishment, but it's whoever tells the
best story that wins the most respect. Side note, you chicks do the same thing. I've seen
"Sex in the City" so I know.
It's always rough when you think about your ex, whether a guy or a chick. Sharing
something special with someone else is always risky, and there's always the potential for
a bad, bad ending. Good luck.
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Lynn
Raimondo
I spent the other night in one of those typical online
hate sessions with an ex-boyfriend. The core of the argument was so ridiculous-it was about the fact that I
thought his profile was cheesy. That's just about how
conversations with exes always seem to go, no matter
who you ask.
For whatever reason, couples get along beautifully
when they are together, and the trick is that they get to
know each other so well. This little handy detail comes
to stab us all in the foot when we break up, because we
decide to use all that knowledge for the sole purpose of
pissing him or her off! Yesssss!
Ok, I'm obviously exaggerating. Not every relationship with the ex is like this.
Some exes really do become friends. There's that ex who we'll always fondly think
about, and there is the one who makes us realize how much we've grown. I don't really
think I can say if I think girls or guys think about exes more; it seems that both think
about them in a sort of distant manner.
It just seems that girls talk about them more, whereas guys would get tearfully
bored if they decided to make exes the topic of conversation one night. Deep down, I
have a feeling that despite our gender, we all think about our past and everything about
it for about the same amount of time.
This depends on whether or not you are fully over your ex. There is a certain period
of time when a particular ex is completely on your mind, especially when you realize
you can't easily pick up the phone to tell him or her about your day. However, this
doesn't last forever, and you eventually realize that being apart was the right decision to
begin with. Even if you didn't want it at the time, you learn to understand that it's better
off that way. Sometimes, this isn't right either, and you end up back together. Ugh, what
a mess.
In the end, we all need to realize that thinking about exes is normal, to a certain
degree. Stay away from people who can't stop talking about their exes, it's sort of
disheartening. And if you do that, then stop. Also, don't move on until you realize that
you are actually over the old ex. I've seen it happen and it's just bad news. Yikes.
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Stryking back

Q: As a captain, how do you
get the team motivated for each
meet, especially now with a losing record?
A: I try to stress the importance of pushing the little things.
The team is self-motivated and is
determined to excel. Before each
meet I try to accentuate the fact that

MIRROR

Swim captain Chip Stryker discusses
the season so far with The Mirror
that coach took this position because it offered him a good opportunity to develop our team and
gradually make us into a better
program. He would be just as
happy to take credit for building
us up as he would be for a team
with a successful winning record.

BY KRISTINE LYNCH

After struggling through the
first part of the season, the men's
swimteam still fares well for future performance. Captain Chip
Stryker had some positive comments to offer about the team, and
head coach, Bill Farley affirmed a
confident outlook.
Chip Stryker:
Q: Have you been disappointed with the outcome of the
season thus far (2-4 overall
record, 1-4 MAAQ?
A: No, not really. Swimming
is a sport entirely based on times.
It's easy to prepare for a loss when
you know ahead of time how much
better the opponent's times are. I
still have high hopes for the remainder of the season.

SPORTS

Q: What has been the high
point for you this season so far,
and what meet are you looking

forward to?
A: I truly believe that the high
point is yet to come. It would be
nice to end the semester on a positive note, but beating Holy Cross
would be nice only because we
have always had close meets
against them. I was pretty pumped
when our 200-relay team broke the
school record against Niagara last
week.
Coach Farley:

Q: Did you have higher expectations of this team and what
is your outlook for its future?
A: I really didn't have expectations when I took the head coaching position. The men could be
doing better, however their work
ethic and attitudes are improving
everyday. I give the program about
three years to be in contention and
to attract many good swimmers to
our school.

STRYKER
if we execute to our capability, the
rest will come together on its own.

Q: Earlier this season, you
commented that you thought
coach Farley was going to make
an immediate impact on the
team's performance this year
because of his success in previous swim programs. Do you
think this season has been a set
back or disappointment for him?
A: Definitely not. I don't think
coach Farley is too concerned with
our record right now. Anything can
happen once we hit the MAAC
tournament, and that's when we
have to come together. I believe

Bernard pleased with
players' performances
CONTINUED FROM

P. 20

Cerchio was named to the allconference second team two years
in a row, after completing 133 of
267 passes for 1,707 yards and 10
touchdowns. Cerchio finished his
career with 5,587 yards and 52
touchdown passes.
"Cerchio was our field general on offense ... This kid has a
heart of a lion," Bernard said.
"I've watched him overcome a
second ACL injury prior to his junior year and suffer one of the most
viscous hits against Georgetown
this year that I've ever witnessed
in my 20 years of coaching. Yet,
he came back with no fear. I can't
say enough about his resolve."
Defensively, the Stags were
led by Baumer, who was recognized by the MAAC for the first
time, after overcoming two torn
ACLs the last two seasons.
"Mark [Baumer] was the heart
and soul of our defense... He overcame the odds and then some, to
perform better than I could ever
imagine," Bernard said. "He is
clearly one of the top inside linebackers in the MAAC. He has the
will to win — only the great ones
have that."

Bernard said
he also
felt safeties Joe
Scarpelli
'03 and
Joe
Montineri
'03 were
also deserving
of recogGlUGLIANO
nition by
the conference, and running back
Rashawd Watson '04 also deserved notice on the offensive side.
Watson became Fairfield's
all-time leading rusher this year
with 1,251 yards, breaking Adam
Ferreri's record of 1,225. Watson's
numbers struggled after he
sprained his ankle against Canisius
this year, according to Bernard,
resulting in the junior running back
not being able to practice during
the week to undergo rehab for the
Saturday games.
"I'm sure he [Watson] will be
highly motivated to make a point
to our opponents next season,"
Bernard said. "Rishawd is all heart
and guts, not to mention a great
athlete."

The Career Planning Center
is too far away...
OKAY. WE TIMED IT.
Walking distances from the Barone Campus Center to:
>

The Library

3 minutes

>

Canisius Hall

30 seconds

~>

Walsh Athletic Center

>

Dolan School of Business

>*

Career Planning Center

4.5 minutes
7 minutes
12 minutes

Consider us part of your workout program!!

Call the Career Planning Center
for an appointment with a counselor.

Fairfield
UNIVERSITY

Phone: 254-4081

Dolan Hall Room 110
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Closing out games a problem for Stags
Hockey team struggles to put opponents away
BY MARK BEALIN

Not finishing games has been the demise of the hockey team (1-7-2) this season. Of their seven losses, five were by one
goal and in four games, including the other
two losses and both ties, the Stags gave up
a lead.
"We haven't been playing to win," said
Head Coach Jim Hunt. "We've been playing not to lose." He believes that Fairfield's
opponents deserve a lot of credit for playing well in desperate times. "We need to
match their desperation with poise and character," explained Hunt.
The Stag's are led by eight seniors including Ray Metz, who has led the team in
scoring the last three seasons. Senior Casey
LaFlamme has also impressed by registering a point in four of the Stag's last six
games. Sophomore goaltender Michael
Wolfe has played very well. He made 28
saves in Fairfield's only win against Bentley.
Hunt has been pleasantly surprised by the
play of freshman Sammy Vatrano who had
a goal against Iona that gave Fairfield a temporary 2-1 lead.
Fairfield's goal at the beginning of the
season was to make the playoffs. "We've
made it hard on ourselves by not holding
onto leads," explained Hunt. Even after the
slow start Hunt believes their goal is still
very attainable.
The Stags just returned from a break

MCLEOD

McLeod gains
players' respect
Bridget Smith/The Mirror

Rae Metz carries the puck into the offensive zone.

CONTINUED FROM P.

over Thanksgiving and Hunt was encouraged by how the team practiced. Fairfield
will have a lot more time to prepare with
only four games in the month of December. "Our destiny is in our hands," Hunt
said. The Stags will have to win games in
January and February if they plan to make
a playoff run in March.
At times this season, Fairfield has
looked very good. In the first two periods,
Fairfield has been tougher than almost any
team they have played. They have struggled
to score and defend in the third period and
are also winless in three overtime games.

"We're a blue collar team," explained
Hunt. "We're not flashy. We need to count
on tough play and timely goals."
One of the toughest losses came against
non-league opponent Vermont. The Stags
surrendered two leads to the Catamounts,
before eventually allowing a goal with 38
seconds left in overtime. Within their league,
the Stags fell to Iona 4-3 just before Thanksgiving break after holding a 2-1 advantage.
Fairfield looks ahead to important nonleague games against Air Force and Alabama
Huntsville. They will also get a rematch
against Iona at home on Dec. 6 at 8 p.m.

Stags look to gain from confidence boost
CONTINUED FROM
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Forward Nick Delfico '03 says
Monday's win over UNC-Wilmington will
help give the Stags the added confidence
boost they have been searching for.
The Stags' poise has been steadily rising this year, especially after the team's narrow 81-68 loss to Big East foe St. John's last

Due to lack of
space in this week's
sports section, The
Mirror was unable
to include an article
on the women's
basketball team.
However, the team
will receive full,
coverage next
week, recaping the
Stags' MAACopener against
Siena tonight and
Fairfield's tournament at Seton Hall
on Saturday. The
Mirror will also have
a feature on Milica
Miljkovic as well.

Saturday in front of a record crowd of 5,277
at the Arena at Harbor Yard, after getting
pummeled by the Red Storm 95-56 last year.
"Our margin of error is so low because
we are down guys," O'Toole said Saturday
after the loss to St. John's. "When you're
up against great teams you shoot yourself
in the foot with these mental breakdowns."
Good news for Fairfield, however, is

that forward Jeremy Logan '03, who has
been out with a knee injury, has begun to
practice and should be in the Stags lineup
either Saturday against DePaul or definitely
Tuesday against Marist, according to
O'Toole. Forward Ajou Deng has also
started to participate in contact-practices and
should be ready to play Dec. 28 against
Fordham.

Marybeth Chartier '04 in the team's opener against Penn State.

Chris Donato/The Mirror
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were there no matter what. It was set like a
stage to play. You knew what to expect when
you got to the game, you knew how exciting it was going to be and you looked forward to it every day," he said. McLeod will
be able to have a homecoming of sorts when
the Stags play at Duke on Jan. 2.
Perhaps this outlook would have been
different if not for the injuries that cut his
promising career short. McLeod suffered a
damaged nerve in his knee that caused him
to miss the entire 2001-2002 with the
Celtics, and most of the previous season as
well.
McLeod found his way to Fairfield
through head coach Tim O'Toole, who was
an assistant at Duke when McLeod was
playing there. "I was ecstatic," said McLeod
of his chance to become a coach. "I didn't
think about it then, I was kind of going into
real estate, but I figured I could help out a
friend and see where it goes and how much
I enjoyed it."
McLeod hopes to climb the coaching
ranks and someday become a head coach,
but knows he is not ready for such a spot
just yet. "I'm still in transition, I need a period where I'm not playing for a while and
I haven't had that yet," he said. "Even
though I'm here helping the guys I see myself. I still get the urge to play even though
I'm injured. It frustrates me, and I'm envious of them. I think I need a bridge somewhere to get me from being a player to a
coach."
"I know it's a process and I don't expect to get a job, and I wouldn't take one if
it was offered to me because I know I'm
not ready," McLeod said. "I want to go back
and coach under Coach Hurley and Coach
K and learn their philosophies. I want to
learn the things that are most important in
making a successful team and put together
a plan so that I can be successful."
Even with a possible future in coaching on the horizon, the 6-foot-8 forward with
three-point range is not ruling out an NBA
comeback. "Miracles happen, but I don't
want to be waiting for a miracle. If within
the next nine months my knee heals then I
want to play."
"I'm 27 years old, I'm still young and I
can shoot the ball well. If a miracle happens yeah, but I'm not putting all my eggs
in one basket."
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Seven football
players receive

Stags drive towards Gaels
Men's basketball opens MAAC season tonight against Iona
BY MIKE PIGNATARO

Coming off the team's best
non-conference win in head coach
Tim O'Toole's five years at
Fairfield Monday, the men's basketball team prepares to open its
MAAC schedule tonight against
Iona, a team that swept the Stags
in the teams' two meetings last
year.
The Stags won their first game
of the year Monday when the team
defeated UNC-Wilmington 69-60
inO.T. Fairfield (1-2) grabbed an
early lead, similar to the team's
first two games against Harvard
and St. John's, but with one glaring difference, Monday the Stags
were able to seal the victory by
hitting 11-13 free-throws in the
extra session.
"Without question, this is the
best non-conference win since I've
been here," O'Toole said after the
game. "This is huge. I don't think
we could do any better."
UNC-Wilmington (2-2) was
picked to win the Colonial Athletic
Association title this year after returning four starters from last
year's team that defeated USC in
the opening round of the NCAA
Tournament and crushed Fairfield
by 25 points during the regular

All-MAAC

season.
"What's encouraging to me,
maybe because we went through
it twice [Harvard, St. John's], there
was a breaking point again and this
time we didn't buckle," O'Toole
said. 'This gives us great momentum. We needed this going into
Iona."
The Stags opened their conference schedule last year against
Iona as well, falling to the Gaels
82-78 at the Arena at Harbor Yard
and then suffered a 90-79 setback
when the two teams played at Iona.
Fairfield will face the Gaels tonight at 7:30 at the Arena at Harbor Yard.
Fairfield will need to contain
the play of senior guard/forward
Courtney Fields, a preseason first
team All-MAAC selection, who
scored a team-high 16 points and
10 rebounds and junior forward/
center Greg Jenkins, a preseason
second team All-MAAC pick,
who also had a double-double with
14 points and 10 rebounds in the
teams' second encounter last year.
Senior guard Maceo Wofford
torched Fairfield in the team's first
meeting for a game-high 21 points
to lead Iona to a comeback victory.

honors
BY MIKE PIGNATARO

Chris Donato/The Mirror
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Nick Delfico '03 in action against Harvard earlier this year.

Former NBA player McLeod
joins Stags coaching staff
BY BRYAN CASWELL

New Fairfield assistant men's
basketball coach Roshown
McLeod has played for the best.
The names read like a who's who
among basketball coaches at different levels: Bob Hurley, the legendary coach at St. Anthony's in
Jersey City, New Jersey, Mike
Krzyzewski and his three national
titles at Duke, Lenny Wilkens, the
NBA's all-time leader in coaching
wins and Larry Brown, the owner
of a national championship at the
University of Kansas, current
coach of the Philadelphia 76ers
and coach of the 2004 US Olympic team have all had McLeod as
a player during his career.
Playing basketball for these
guys is the equivalent of learning
navigation as Magellan's shipmate
aboard the Trinidad, or discussing
philosophy with Socrates and
Plato.
But the 27-year-old McLeod

brings much more than
a good coaching pedigree, he brings with
him major college and
NBA
experience,
which translates to instant credibility and respect amongst the players here at Fairfield.
"Having played at
the highest level the
players respect me, and
they listen to what I
say," McLeod said. "I
think I help to bridge
the gap between our
players and our head
coach."
The respect he has
received has been
earned. McLeod was
selected by the Atlanta
Chris Donato/The Mirror
Hawks with the 20th
McLeod on Stags bench.
pick of the 1998 NBA
Draft, was a member of the Philathe 2002 Boston Celtics team that
delphia 76ers team that made it to
made it to the Eastern Conferthe NBA finals in 2001, as well as
ence finals last year. But despite

the success he achieved in the
NBA, McLeod doesn't hesitate to
say that the highlight of his basketball career came while in college at Duke, where he spent his
final two college years after starting out at St. John's.
"Winning back-to-back ACC
Championships [was the highlight
of my career]," said McLeod, who
was on the All-ACC first team after leading Duke in scoring in his
senior season. "College was the
most exciting part about basketball
for me, you learn a lot more. The
NBA was more like a business, it
came with a whole lot of responsibilities, and you don't really learn
anything."
Playing at Duke would only
add to the excitement of major college basketball, with a tradition of
success and the most famous fans
in the country. "Every game was
exciting, the Cameron Crazies
SEE "MCLEOD" ON P.
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While helping Fairfield to five
conference victories this year,
seven Stags' football players have
been recognized as part of the 2002
All-MAAC team.
For the second straight year,
tight end Matt Giugliano '03, wide
receiver Andrew Turf '03, defensive back Nick Totaro '04 and
punter Jeff Gumulinski '05 were
selected to the All-MAAC first
team. Quarterback Mike Cerchio
'03, offensive lineman Mike Mertz
'04 and linebacker Mark Baumer
'04 were picked amongst the
conference's second team.
"All seven players played a
major role in our program," said
head coach Joe Bernard.
The second-year head coach
was exceptionally pleased with the
play of Giugliano, the Stags' "best
player" on the field this year, according to Bernard, while having
to adjust to several position
changes throughout the season.
"Matt [Giugliano] was arguably our best football player. He
was the ultimate unselfish player
that every coach graves to have in
his program. Our entire offense
was centered around him," Bernard said. "He truly is a great person who personifies what a student-athlete should be. His hard
work, dedication and leadership
made him a rare breed."
Turf was Fairfield's primary
go-to receiver on third-downs this
year, before tearing his ACL in a
game against St. Peter's that sidelined him for the Stags' final two
games. However, Turf did finish
the game against the Peacocks after the injury and helped the team
to victory by scoring two touchdowns. The injury however, prohibited Turf from reaching 2,000
career receiving yards, while also
being within reach of the
program's all-time receptions
record for one season.
"Andrew [Turf] had a passion
for the game that is rarely seen at
our level. He consistently pushed
himself to be one of the top receivers ever to play at Fairfield," Bernard said. "It was very disheartening not to be able to see him
achieve some individual goals he
so richly deserved after not being
able to play in our last two games."
SEE "BERNARD" ON P.
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